
Postscript. 
       Just when the residents of the State of Florida believed that the issues raised by 
their State Song had been resolved, a fast forward to 2013 reveals that Florida State 
Senator Aaron Bean, representing District 4 (all of Nassau County and portions of 
Duval County), introduced Florida Senate Resolution 1894. Following six “whereas” 
statements supporting his rationale for the resolution, we read: 
     Be it resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida: 
     That we recognize the ballad “I Am Florida,” written by Walter “Clyde” Orange, as one of the 
official state songs of this state and as a companion piece to “The Swanee (sic) River (Old Folks 
at Home).” 
       The genesis for this action begins with the creation of the poem titled “I Am Florida” by 
Allen Autry, Sr. a writer from South Florida, perhaps best known for his Christian book, Miracle 
in a Small Mountain Town. It was approved unanimously as the Florida State Poem by Governor 
Charlie Crist and the State Cabinet of Florida on October 12, 2010.  Autry asked his friend, 
Walter “Clyde” Orange, a well-known vocalist with “The Commodores,” to write a song based 
on the words of the Florida State Poem. The result of this joint enterprise was “I Am Florida.” 
The text of the first verse follows: 
               I was born midst the eye of the hurricane, 
               Beneath the cloudless blue sky amongst my Everglades. 
               My spirit rises through the joy and pain 
               From the Seminole struggle that was not in vain. 
Refrain: 
               Leave behind your broken dreams. 
               Be guided by my ocean’s breeze through my untamed wilderness, 
               Full of love and forgiveness 
               Then, stroll my streets of gold and silver. Along the banks of my St. John’s River. 
               The Eagle flies and spreads its wings. We come together and sing. 
                
               Where the young and the old have the same common goal 
               To make me their home. 
               I am Florida! 
  
               With my tropical breeze and my flowering trees, 
               Surrounded by love, 
               I am Florida!24 
 
              The Resolution was approved on May 2, 2013. Thus, the State of Florida now has two 
state songs and a state anthem. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
24 http://www.iamflorida.org/florida-state-song 
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