
Dear Friends, 

This  special issue of MinAd: Israel Studies in Musicology, features articles that grew out of 
two  events that took place at Bar-Ilan University, Ramat Gan, Israel:  the international 
conference Advancing Children through Arts, 2008; and the symposium Honoring  Prof. 
Bathia Churgin in her Eightieth Year, 2009.   

 

 

 Advancing Children through the Arts was the first international conference in Israel to 
explore the potential contribution of quality Arts Education to the development of cognitive 
skills and social well being among all children, and especially those at risk. While this inter-
disciplinary topic had been engaging researchers and practitioners worldwide for more than a 
decade, the conference program committee was surprised by the enthusiastic response to its 
call for papers, further underlying the importance of Arts Education in Israel’s society, and 
the need to connect between the people working in the field. And so, what was originally 
envisioned as a modest conference grew dramatically both in size and scope. Designed and 
hosted by the Music Division of the Yehuda Amir Institute for the Advancement of Social 
Integration in the Schools, Bar-Ilan University, in cooperation with the Interdisciplinary B.A. 
Department in the Humanities, the two-day conference featured internationally acclaimed 
academicians and practitioners from the United States, Europe and Israel, who presented 
individual papers, and participated in panel discussions, exhibitions, Poster Sessions, and 
concerts before an audience of over 700 people. Special thanks to our guests from Inner City 
Arts, Los Angeles, Mrs. Beth Tishler, Prof. Kylie Peppler, Mr. Bob Bates, and Mr. Michael 
Schreter, for their participation in this pioneering conference and continued friendship. The 
articles featured in this issue by Shari Tishman of Harvard University; Jeanne Bamberger,  
MIT emeritus; Stephen Horenstein, of the Jerusalem Academy for Music and Dance; and Eva 
Brand and Ora Bar-Gil of Bar-Ilan University,  represent  expanded, revised versions of 
papers delivered at the conference.  



Advancing Children through the Arts also celebrated the official inauguration of the 
MUS-E activities of the International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation in Israel. This 
organization, based in Brussels, promotes outreach arts education programs for over 50,000 
children growing up under difficult sociological or political conditions in eleven European 
countries, Brazil, and Israel. The foundation also organizes workshops and conferences, 
bringing together representatives from the international network.  It was a great honor for us 
to welcome Enrique Baron Crespo, President of the IYMF and member of the EU parliament;  
Herr Werner Schmitt, Vice President of the IYMF and Director of the Bern Conservatory, 
Switzerland; Frederique Chabaud, IYMF director of International Programs; and Isabelle 
Marx and her choir, delegates from MUS-E Strasbourg, France. It was also with great 
pleasure that we welcomed the Bern Conservatory Symphonic Youth Orchestra (70 players), 
who performed  alone and together with the string players from the Thelma Yellin Symphonic 
Orchestra, Tel Aviv, during a festive opening concert, “Bridges for the Future,” sponsored by 
the Swiss Embassy.  In a memorable performance of Israeli composer Tzvi Avni’s “Prayer,” 
for String Orchestra, the Swiss and Israeli performers conveyed through music their desire to 
build friendships while engaging in cross-cultural experiences.  

 

 

 

Honoring Prof. Bathia Churgin in her Eightieth Year, a symposium sponsored by the 
Department of Music, Bar-Ilan University, and the Israel Musicological Society, offered 
colleagues, students, and friends, living in Israel and abroad, an opportunity  to congratulate 
Prof. Bathia Churgin on this special occasion. Scholarly papers, exhibitions, concerts and 
moving testimonials conveyed sincere appreciation, gratitude, and affection. Saluting Bathia’s 
outstanding contributions to musicology in Israel and worldwide, these papers also 
acknowledged her lasting impact on the professional careers, world views, and personal lives 
of her many esteemed colleagues, students and friends. We were particularly honored to 
welcome Prof. Elaine Sisman on her first academic visit to Israel, and thank her for her 
keynote address, “Haydn and the Music of Illumination.” A review of the symposium’s 
program and concerts may be accessed at http://www.secm.org/newsletter/volume15.pdf. The 



articles in this issue by Floyd Grave, Tilden Russell, and David Kushner are tributes written 
in honor of this special occasion.                                .  

Moving on to 2010, articles and book reviews included in this issue further deepen the values 
and visions promoted by these two events. I would like to particularly thank Prof. Bruno Nettl 
for contributing his keynote address delivered at the 29th conference of the International 
Society of Music Education, Beijing, 2010 to this issue of Min-Ad.  Min-Ad is also proud to 
publish the winning best article submitted to the annual conference of the Israel 
Musicological Society by scholars in the early stages of their careers. The award for 2009 was 
extended to Ms. Sarit Tauber.  

With best wishes to all, 

Adena Portowitz, Editor 

   

 


